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One Tree 11iti Common Dunnart record, 
March 2006 

On 24/3/2006, staff and students from the 
School of Life and Physical Sciences, 
RMIT University, visited One Tree Hill 
Reserve with Mr Campbell Beard sell of 
Parks Victoria, principally to study the 
techniques and results of ecological bunt' 
ing. Towards the end of the day. as we 
were about to conclude the visit, we 
realised that the track leading to the easiest 
exit passed closely to one of the lines of 
pavers. It was decided to show the students 
some of the pav ers and explain the reason 
for their presence in the reserve. When the 
second paver in the line was lifted, to our 
surprise, a Common Dunnart was found 
sheltering under the paver. The animal was 
subsequently captured by hand (see cover 
picture) and proved to be an adult male. 
The dunnart was released hard against the 
entrance to the paver, but ran directly to 
the next paver in the line and disappeared 
under it. It is interesting to note that the 
area from which this record was obtained 
was subjected to an ecological burn in 
March 2005, and ground cover in March 
2006, was particularly sparse. 

Other records exist for the Common 
Dunnart in this reserve which also involve 
the species using artificial habitat. On the 
25/5/1968, the then Mammal Survey 
Group (now Fauna Survey Group) of the 
FNCV visited One free Hill and captured 
two common Dunnarts that were found 
under discarded galvanised iron (FNCV 
unpubl. data). This was six years after 


wildfire had burnt through the area in 
1962. On 20 November 1988, Beardsell 
(1997) carried out a detailed ten hectare 
search of dense tussocks on slopes directly 
below the site where the Common Dunnart 
was found on 24/3/2006. During the search 
two adult female Common Dunnarts were 
found, both with pouched young, one in a 
grass tussock and the other under discard¬ 
ed galvanised iron. 

Acknow lodgements 

Many thanks to Cam Beardsell, Parks Victoria, 
whose idea it was to use eoncrcie pavers as 
habitat at One Free Hill Reserve. Richard 
Francis. formerly of RMIT University, organ¬ 
ised and supervised the laying of the pavers and 
numerous RM11 students helped carry the 
pavers down sleep slopes. The specimen men¬ 
tioned in this article was handled under the 
terms of Research Pc mi it No. 10002492 issued 
by the Department of Sustainability and 
Environment and by RMIT Animal Fthics 
Committee Approval No. 3)5. 

References 

Atlas of Victorian Wildlife, database. Department of 
Sustainability and bnvironnicnl 
Beardsell (.' < 1997) The NtROC Report: Sites of 
Faunal and Habitat Significance in North East 
Melbourne, Dunmoochin Biological Surveys. 
Unpublished report lo Shire of Nillumbik. 

Mcnkhorst PW (cd) (1995) Mammals of Victoria: 
Distribuiton . Ecology and Conservation. (Oxford 
University Press: South Melbourne) 


Peter Homan 

School of Life and Physical Sciences. 

RMIT University. 
GPO Box 2476V 
Melbourne 3001 
email: peter.honian(o rmit.cdu.au 


Flora ancl Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

Final recommendations in regard to nominations for listing under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988. The nominations for the following taxa to be listed as threatened 
are supported by the Scientific Advisory Committee July 2006. 

Marsh Tree-moss Climaeium dendr aides 
Oval Wcdgc-fcrn Undsuea trichoinanoides 
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